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Article and photo by James Richardson #116232

On lots of trips to the Gulf Coast, I’m sure my wife and I traveled through Mobile,
Alabama, to get to our destination. As we passed through, we probably noticed signs
along Interstate 10 for Bellingrath Gardens, Dauphin Island and a host of great seafood
restaurants. Then I know we saw the large battleship anchored in Mobile Bay and
wondered of its signi㜀㌀cance. Finally, we decided that, when we traveled to the Gulf
Coast, we would take an extra day or two to stop and visit some of those attractions
we always skip on our way to our sunny destination. So, we’re glad we did.

We found out on our next trip south that there are many attractions that made our visit
worthwhile.

Mobile is over 300 years old, and that fact alone says there should be a lot of history
associated with the city. The many museums and historical homes help tell Mobile’s story. We
discovered that many of its buildings are on the Register for National Historic Landmarks.

Downtown Mobile is a mixture of the old and the new. Modern o　㈀ce buildings and high-rise
hotels are scattered among the historic buildings. The modern Arthur R. Outlaw Convention
Center along the waterfront is an interesting contrast to the older buildings of the downtown
area.

Oakleigh Historic Complex

The Oakleigh Historic Complex contains two buildings in one picturesque area. The Oakleigh
Mansion, which was built around l833, is a two-story T-shaped building constructed solely by
slave labor. The bricks used in the walls of the ground 㐀㨀oor were made by the slaves from
clay dug on the property. The main portion of the house is of wood and is 㜀㌀lled with antiques
and original furnishings.

The complex will be undergoing renovations for the next couple years, so visitors should call
251-432-1281 or visit oakleighhouse.publishpath.com
(http://oakleighhouse.publishpath.com) to check for updates and closures.

The Mobile Carnival Museum



The Mobile Carnival Museum located on Government Street, one of the main thoroughfares
of the city, also US 90, is in the historic downtown section. It contains artifacts, gowns,
costumes and crowns pertaining to Mardi Gras, which has been a part of Mobile since 1704.

In l831 the 㜀㌀rst masked mystic society in the country was developed out of a New Year’s
prank. A group of revelers "borrowed" cowbells and rakes from a hardware store and started
a celebration that was so successful that it became an annual event. The 㜀㌀rst mystic society
was called the "Cowbellion de Rakin" Society. From this society, others were developed and
elaborate parades and masked balls grew from this early celebration. However, Mardi Gras in
Mobile is more family-oriented than the much more publicized in New Orleans. It also
preceded the New Orleans event.

The Museum of Mobile

The Museum of Mobile, also located in downtown Mobile, contains two 㐀㨀oors of history. The
building, a National Historic Landmark, was built in 1857 and contains artifacts from Mobile’s
rich history. Native American, Colonial, African-American and antebellum in㐀㨀uences are
addressed in the exhibits at the museum. The Discovery Room allows children and adults to
partake in Mobile’s history.

Bellingrath Gardens

Just outside Mobile, in Theodore, Bellingrath Gardens and Home is one of the area’s most
famous and popular attractions. Its 65 acres contain beautifully maintained gardens. The
home contains priceless antiques and furnishings. The site along the Fowl River was originally
a rural retreat for its owner, Walter Bellingrath, who had made a fortune bottling Coca Cola
for the region. His innovative ways became popular and made him very wealthy. His wife had
a love for 㐀㨀owers, and her 㐀㨀oral touch spilled over into the property on the Fowl River.
Ultimately, it became a showplace for its gardens. Today, all the grounds and home are open
for tours.

Civil War History

Mobile played an important role during the Civil War; although there were no major land
engagements here, its strategic position played a major role in the naval portion of the war.
The Mobile Welcome Center, which is a free museum and gift shop, is located at the historic
Fort Conde. Fort Gaines, on Dauphin Island just south of Mobile, along with Fort Morgan on
the opposite side of Mobile Bay near Gulf Shores, guarded the bay’s mouth during the area’s
early history, and both of the latter forts were involved in the 1864 Battle of Mobile Bay
during the Civil War.

This naval battle was a turning point in the war when Union troops attacked both forts to
take control of the last active Confederate port on the Gulf of Mexico. The Union forces had
lost the ironclad Tecumseh to Confederate torpedoes. It was at this battle that Admiral David
Farragut gave his famous command, "Damn the torpedoes! Full speed ahead!" He was
successful in taking Mobile Bay for the Union.

USS Alabama

The large battleship seen along Interstate 10 is the USS Alabama. It is permanently anchored
in Mobile Bay and is open for tours. At the USS Alabama Battleship Memorial Park, the World
War II battleship and the submarine USS Drum are the highlights of the bayside park. Many



 

      

 

historic warplanes are also on display. A Vietnam Memorial and a Korean War Memorial
honor veterans of those wars on the park grounds.

Shopping and Dining

Two of the most popular activities of any trip are sampling the shopping and the cuisine of
the new area. We found that Mobile has excellent opportunities for both. Specialty shops in
the downtown area o爀漀er visitors a variety of gifts and clothing.

Being on Mobile Bay near the Gulf of Mexico almost guarantees excellent seafood
restaurants. Several eateries have as their specialties many varieties of seafood—from
oysters to shrimp to calamari. Some restaurants have been in families for years and their
traditions and recipes have been passed along. We tried Wintzell’s Oyster House in its original
downtown location and Felix’s Fish Camp on Battleship Parkway, or US 90. Wintzell’s now has
several restaurants in Mobile and other cities. Both are excellent places to sample local fare.
After eating and shopping, we thought an airboat tour, a canoe or kayak excursion in the
shallow backwaters of Mobile Bay would round out the trip to the area. The delta is an
excellent getaway from the hurried pace of city life. We enjoy the quietness and solitude of a
canoe. What better way to round out the experience than to get a 㜀㌀rst-hand look at the
habitat of shorebirds and alligators. Next time we will try the airboat ride, but not
immediately after we have eaten.

We 㜀㌀nally planned and took a trip to Mobile. We discovered the history and all that there was
to do and see in the city and the surrounding area. We also discovered an RV park that gave
discounts to Escapees. It was Payne’s RV Park in Theodore, which is near Bellingrath Gardens.
Glad we visited Mobile, gateway to the Gulf.

 

James Richardson has lived in the Memphis, Tennessee, area most of his life, but he has also
been a frequent traveler. Throughout his travels, he has written about and photographed
some of the most beautiful places in the country. His interest is in historical and scenic
destinations and all areas of outdoor recreation. James says, "Being in the outdoors has
increased my appreciation for the RV lifestyle."
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